Shipmates& 1% Mates

As we headinto the monthsof summerwe mustnow beginthinking
of ourupcomingreunionin Baltimore,MD. Thereunionis only
successfuif shipmateattend;l haveincludedaregistratiorform
with this Newsletter. Let's makethis reunionasgreataseveryother
thatwe havehad.Cometo Baltimore-- it's agreatareato explore!

Becausef theexpensdover$300perissue)of producingand
mailing the Newsletterandbecausef the apparentack of
readershiit appearsioteveryonaeadsthe Newsletter)| have
decided pbeginningwith the nextedition,therewill be only three
issuegeryear:onegoingoutafter our annualreunion,oneprior to
our Grotonpicnic, andanotherprior to our nextannualreunion.

Shipmategpresentat our Mobile reunionwill remembefiittle”
TommyWhitman(ShipmatelTom Gilbert’s grandson}ingingthe
NationalAnthemat our businessneeting. Tom Gilbert hasreported
that“little” Tommyhasbeengivena cleanbill of healthfrom his
doctors;Tommy’scancelis in remission.Greatnewsfor the Gilbert
family, goodnewsfor everyonghatknowsTommy!

The“Good Guys”hasbeenremovedrom thelogo, sinceit was
mentionedduringthe Mobile reunionthatsomeshipmateslid not
like the“Good Guys”logoonour shirts. In its placeis now“SS
405". Edis alsolookinginto gettinga few golf shirtswith pockets
onthem,whichwasanotherequest.

In the DecembeR003Newsletter] askedshipmatedo submit
written proposaldor futurereunions.| havehadoneshipmate
actuallygetin touchwith a hotel. | havenotreceivedanywritten
proposals.It would appeatthatthe city of choicefor our next
reunionwill againbe atoughdecision.

| wouldlike to congratulaté&ShipmateGib HanleyTM 49-51on his
appointmento District OneCommandeof USSVI. Gib will be
overlookinguSSVlbasesn CT, MA, ME, NH, RI & VT.

Groton Picnic News

Our Grotonsummerpicnicis behindusandwasa hugesuccess As
in yearspast,Ed WelchCS 68-69hasagainpulled off a greattime
for everyondhatattended.At theencouragemertdf ShipmateKen
Johnsoritjg 62-65,we celebratedhe 60thbirthdayof the USSSea
Owl. | donotbelievethatanyonepresentwentwithouta pieceof
thebirthdaycake. | personallywantto thankeachandevery
shipmateand1stmatethatattended.Your supportof the SeaOwl
Associationis whatreally keepsthe Associatiormovingforward.
With the saleof Ship’s Storestems,theraffle andthe 50-50thatwe
ranatthe picnic, we wereableto sendJohnLeershomewith a check
for $1,000. This $1,000will helppayfor busesandotheritemsthat
wewill needatthe Baltimorereunion. Ed hasalreadytold methat
he’sgoingto setup a clambakeat nextyear’spicnic. Getreadyfor
nextyear!!

An interestingeventtook placeduringthis year’spicnic: While we
werehavingour picnic/reunionat a local park, otherfamilieswere
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takingtheir childrento the parkandalady in the parknoticedour
SeaOwl banners.Sheinformedoneof our shipmateshather
husbandvasonboardthe SeaOwl duringthe War. It turnsoutthat
sheis thewife of ShipmateBill Allison EM 44-45. | did getto talk
with herfor afew minutes;shewasvery interestedn whatever
happenedo othershipmateshatsheknewwhile theywerestationed
in Panamanfterthe War.

Departed Shipmates

Ed Peters,EN 56-59

Accordingto the FloridaTimesUnion newspapert-d Peterspassed
awayon April 39, 2004. Ed wasvery activein bothUSSVIand
SubVetsof WWII. | believethatEd hadattendedeveryreunionthat
we havehad. He wasalsothe Shipmatethatwould attendto the
wreathduring SubVetsof WWII Memorial ServicesatKings Bay.
Everyonewill missShipmateEd Peters.

SamDouganRM '59

We nevermadecontactwith Sam;this reportcamein from Shipmate
Tom DoughertySN 58-59. Samwasliving in theareaof Kearny,
NJ.

RememberedShipmates

As we gothroughour busydays,let's remembeour shipmateghat
needour prayersandthoughtsduringtoughtimes.

ShipmateJohn Bergren ST 52-53hadto cancelatthelastminute
his plansto attendthis year’'sGrotonpichic. Doctorsput him in the
hospitalfor 7 bypasperationsn his heart. Johnis homedoing
well; his e-mailis backandrunning. Shipmatesnayremembedohn
travelingto the picnicin hisretiredambulance.l gotthe opportunity
to seethebackof John'srig. It remindedmeof a mix of the after
batterycrews’sleepingguartersandthe drawerin thework tablein
theaftertorpedoroom. Johnhada submaringnattressgreen
mattresoverandall, plusall thetools,readyto do whateveijob
neededloing. Of course aswith thedrawerin the afterroom,each
timewetookaroll, thetoolsin the drawerwould re-adjust
themselveso a newposition. I'm surethateachtime Johntooka
corneror hit abump,his toolswouldfind a newrestingplace.

ShipmateTom Gilbert MM 63-66 As everyoneknows,Tomwas
oneof our shipmatesvho wasinstrumentaln gettingthis
Associatiorstarted. He wasour first Presidentleadingthe way that
hethoughtwe shouldoperateasan Associationsetup for our
shipmates.Tom hasbeentold by his doctorsthatthereis no more
theycando for his heartcondition. | havespokerwith Tomandhe
soundsn goodspirits. He hasreceivedmanycardsfrom his
shipmatesand| knowthatwe all sendour prayersandthoughtso
Tom & Suzyduringthistime.

ShipmateMike PolhemusSO 56-57is presentlytaking
chemotherapyo fight cancer. He wasableto attendthe Groton
picnic andit’s goodto seehis senseof humoris still intact. We wish
Mike the best,ashis plansfor makinghishomea Bed& Breakfast
goforward.




ShipmateMack Harvey TM 57-60is alsobackon hischemo
treatmentsThe partthatMack is dreadingthe mostis the 180 mile
trips twice aweekthathewill haveto drive for thetreatmentsvhich
will continuefor ayear.

Baltimore Reunion

| haveincludedtheregistratiorform with this Newsletter. Should
anyonerequireanotherform, theyareavailablevia our webpage,
www.ussseaowl.coror call me,l will mail youanotherform.

From the Editor

Let mefirst of all statethatl do notagreewith Roy’s decisionto cut
backonthe newslettefrom four issuego threeperyear. In fact, |
haverequestedandRoy hasagreedthatit be placedbeforethe
membershiat the Baltimorereunionandthatall memberde given
the opportunityto voteonthisimportantmatter. This newsletteiis
the only mediumthatcommunicatesvith all memberof the Sea
Owl Assaciationon aregularbasis.The healthof manyof agrowing
numberof our memberanakest difficult or impossiblefor themto
attendreunions. Many do not havee-mailaccounts.Virtually all
havea mailing address.If, asRoy claims,this newsletteiis not
beingread,thenit is my fault aseditorfor not makingit interesting
or informativeenough. This is very muchyour newsletterandl am
alwaysopento suggestionsgdeasor articlesyou,asmemberof the
SeaOwl Associationwould like to readabout.

As statedabove jincludedwith thisissueyouwill find aregistration
form for the Baltimorereunionin Septemberl invite youto usethe
backsideof this form for commentandsuggestionsegardingthis
newsletter.Evenif youarenotplanningto attendthis reunion,
pleasetakethetimeto do this andsendtheform to meor to any of
the Associatiorofficers. Tell uswhatyou like aboutit andwhatyou
don'tlike aboutit.

USSVI Membership

If youarenotcurrentlya Life Memberof USSVI, you shouldgive
seriousconsideratiorio becomingonebeforetheduesincrease
becomesffectiveon Januaryl, 2005. Presentife memberduesare

arealbargaincomparedo whattheywill becomeafterthisincrease.

Forme,havingjustturned65in May, USSVILife Membershipat
thecurrentratewasonly $50.00. Werel to wait until nextJanuary,
atage65 Life Membershigt would costme $300.00!

Whatarethe benefitsof beinga memberof USSVI? First, is that
youreceive*American Submarinermagazindour timesayear.
This is anexcellentpublicationfilled with articlesof interest,both of
a historicalnatureandrelatedto the presentandfuture of the U. S.
Navy Submaring-orce. Membershipalsogivesthe opportunityto
affiliate with alocal chapterandenjoythefellowship of otherswho
sharethe bondthatbeinga “Qualified Submarinertrepresentsl am,
for example anactivememberof the GrotonBaseandhave,since
becominga membemearlytwo yearsago,attendedeverymonthly
meetingunlessout of town for somereason.For meit is atwo hour
drive eachway andworth everymile.

Perhapghe mostimportantreasorof all is statedn the USSVI
Creedwhichreadsin part,“To perpetuaté¢he memoryof our
shipmatesvho gavetheir lives in the pursuitof their dutieswhile
servingtheir country. Thattheir dedicationdeedsandsupreme
sacrificebeaconstansourceof motivationtowardgreater
accomplishments.”

SeaOwl Birthday Party

As Roy mentionedduringthe GrotonPicnicthis yearwe celebrated
the 60" anniversanyof the launchingof SeaOwl with a magnificent

cake. SeaOwl’s actuallaunchdatewasMay 7, 1944andwe were
celebratingt just overa monthlate,but the cakewastruly awork of
art. | believethe cakewasactuallymadeby a GrotonareaStopand
ShopsupermarketMy original suggestiomasjustto usethe photo
of SeaOwl’s launching. The additionof theimageof anenvelope
mailedontheday of launchin 1944camefrom someonelse. (Can
you believethethreecentpostagestamp?!)
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A “Bravo Zulu” goesto ShipmateEd Welchfor thisone. As an
aside| tried very hardto geta“ plankowner"who wasactuallyon
deckduringthis launchingin the personof StanAinley to join usfor
this celebration.While Stanandhis First Mate, Lois, werenotable
to attend,| savedthelower right-handcornerof the cakefor them
anddeliveredit to theirhomein Rhodelslandthenextday. Stan
reportedby phoneonthatMondaythatit wasdelicious.

SinceStanwasnot availableto do the honorsof cuttingthe cake ,we
choseShipmateRufusWeaverCS147-59for thetask. Rufus,as
you probablyknow, holdsthetitle for havingservedaboardSeaOwl
longerthananyoneelse.

Cold War at SeaConference

FromMay 4 throughMay 12,2004 wasprivilegedto participatein
aseriesof eventswhichwerepartof a programjointly sponsoredby
theNavalWar College, USSSaratogaviuseumFoundatiorandthe
Watsoninstitutefor InternationalStudiesat Brown University. A
groupof twelve Russianwisitedthe U. S.to participatein various



programsoveravery busyweek. It wasanopportunityfor former
adversarie$o meetanddiscussventsof the Cold Warin botha
formal andinformal setting. Eachof the sponsoringprganizations
hadtheir ownagendaandtheir own seriesof events.

Forthe SaratogdMuseumFoundationwhich ownsandoperateshe
JulietClassRussiarsubmaringn Providenceasthe RussianSub
Museum,it wasanopportunityto reunitetwo retiredRussiamavy
officerswho onceservedaboardthis ship. One,CAPT 1% Rank
Vladimir Zaitsev(Ret),wasthe Commandingfficer from 1973to
1977. Theother,CAPT 2™ RankValery Gregoriev(Ret) servedas
TorpedoOfficerin 1992. FromMay 4through7, theyandRADM
BogdanMalyarchuk(Ret),alongwith interpretersyisitedseveral
high schoolsn Rhodelsland. It wasa uniqueopportunityfor these
kids to meetsomereal Russiarsubmarinerandaskquestionsabout
the Cold War.

Friday,May 7" andSaturdayMay 8" wereoccupiedwith sessions
attheNavalWar Collegein Newport.U. S. Navy participants
includedADM CarlisleTrost,USN (Ret)who servedasCNOin the
late 80s,ADM StansfieldTurner,USN (Ret)who headedheCIA in
the CarterAdministrationandRADM SumnerShapirowho headed
U. S.Navallntelligence. The sessionsvhich | attendecbn May 8"
wereinterestingandstimulatedmorethanonelively discussion
amongparticipants.

SundayMay 9" wasa dayto celebrateVE Day atthe RussianSub
Museumin Providenceandon Monday,May 10" morediscussions
wereheldatthe Watsoninstituteat Brown Universityin Providence.
LuncheonspeakemwasFrancisGary Powers Jr., sonof the U2 pilot
shotdownoverRussiain 1960.

TuesdayMay 11" wasspenttouring the GrotonSubmarineBase,
Submarineschool,USSAlexandria(SSN757)andthe Submarine
ForceLibrary andMuseum.

Wednesdayiay 12" sawtheir departurgor Russiafrom Boston,
butfirst we wereableto treatthemto a tour of the USSConstitution
givenby ayoungSeamarcrewmembemwhois a nativeof Russia,
bornin St. Petersburg.

While eventsof this weekreceivedittle noticefrom the national
presshere afilm crewfrom the Russiartelevisionnetworkwas
presenduringthefirst few daysandit receivednetworkcoveragen
Russia. This weekwas,in manyrespectsan historiceventin its
ownright. Hopefullyit wasjustabeginningof animproving
relationshipbetweerthe former SovietUnion andthe United States
andtherewill be manymoresuchmeetingdn thefuture. Thelegacy
of the Cold War is a vastinventoryof weaponson both sidesof
enormouslestructivepowerthatmustnot be allowedto fall into the
handsof fanaticswhowould not hesitateo usethemagainstus.
Eventssuchasthis will hopefullyleadto atrustingandcooperative
relationshipbetweerour nationsthatwill help createa saferWorld.

Personally) look forwardto visiting Russiafor the International
SubmarineConventiorwhichwill beheldin St. Petersburgn 2006.
My goalbetweemow andthenwill beto becomefluentin Russian
sothat! will notneedto rely oninterpreterso communicatdreely
with them. Meanwhile throughthe RussianrSubMuseumandits
parentorganizationthe USSSaratogaviuseum,| hopeto contribute
to abetterunderstandingf Cold War history.

I havemanyphotosof this weekfrom a variety of sources.Among
my favoritesarea pictureof SergeiKhrushchevandFrancisGary
PowersJr.armin armandsmiling ata party givenat Professor
Khrushchev'shomeon SaturdayMay 8". Thisis truly a different
relationshipthantheir fathershadbackin 1960! Othersarephotos

of VADM Yuri Sysuewnthe AlexandriaperiscopeandCAPT
GregoriZykov sitting atthe controlsof the Alexandria. CAPT
Zykovoncecommandee NorthernFleetTangoclassRussian
submarineandis a 1998graduatenf our NavalWar College. Today
VADM Sysuevheadshe Russiarequivalentof our Naval War
College,theKuznetsoWaval Academyin St. PetersburgandCAPT
Zykovis aprofessotthere.

RC Submarine Update

On July 24 -25,2004the SubCommitteavill be holdingits annual
SubmarineRegattdan JohnstonRhodelsland. Thiswill be my first
opportunityto seeradiocontrolledsubmarinesn action. | amnot
yet“hooked” onthis asa hobby,thoughl havebeenseriously
contemplatingenclosingmy backyardngroundswimmingpool so
thatl canuseit duringthe winter monthsfor suchthings.

Movie Review: The Enemy Below

Thisis anoldie from 1957thathasrecentlybeenreleasedn DVD.
RobertMitchum starsasthe Captainof the USSHaynesa DE and
CurtJurgenss the Captainof a GermanU-boatduringthe Battle of
the Atlantic. The U-boatis attemptingto rendezvousvith a German
raiderwhendetectedn the surfaceby the Haynes. Mitchum, new
asCO hasyetto provehimselfto the Haynescrew, but soonproves
himselfa matchfor thiswily U-boatcommander.Theyengagen a
deadly“cat andmouse”gameof wits andeventuallyendup with
bothlosingtheir ships,but gaininga mutualrespecfor eachother.

Thisonemaybehardto find in yourlocal videorentaloutlet,butis
readilyavailablethroughNetFlix, if youhavea subscription.It is
definitely wortha secondook, if youhaveseenit before,or afirst
lookif youhaven't. NetFlix is a greatway to rentold moviesor new
onesfor thatmatter. You cansetup a queueof moviesonline
throughtheir Websiteandyou canhavethreemoviesatatime. As
youreturneachmovie,thenextonein your queueis mailedto you
automatically.

Interestingextrafeaturesonthe DVD aresomeold MovieTone
newsreelsrom WW II. Your kids mayfind it hardto believethat
therewasonceatime beforetherewastelevision, whenmovie
newsreelsverevirtually the only visual sourceof newsbeyondthe
still photograph®f newspaperandmagazines.

SailorsRestYour Oars
Oneof the saddespartsof doingthe newsletteiis thelisting of those
shipmatesvho havedepartedn “eternalpatrol” sincethelastissue.
Sincethelastnewslettewe havelosttwo shipmates:
Ed PetersgN - 56-59— April 3,2004
SamDouganRM - 59— (dateunknown)

We extendour deepessympathyto family andfriendsof our
departecshipmates.
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National WW Il Memorial Update

By KenJohnson

May 29, 2004wasthe dateof the long awaiteddedicationof the
NationalWorld War Il MemorialontheMall in WashingtonDC. | am
looking forwardto visiting it duringthe SeptembeReunionat
Baltimoreandhopethatmanyof youwill getto seeit aswell.

Also onMay 29,2004theU. S. PostalServiceissueda specialstamp
commemoratinghe event. Forthoseof youwho servedaboardSea
Owl duringWW Il, | haveusedthis stampaspostagego mail youthis
newsletter.| understandfrom otherswho havevisitedit, thatthereare
computerterminalsavailablewhereyou canlook up the namesof those
who havebeenregistered.

Memorial Day Service

By Ken Johnson

Thisyear'sMemorial Day serviceat the NationalSubmarine
Memorial (East)in Grotonwasa very specialonein thatit marked
the 40" anniversanof the dedicationof the Memorial.

During eachyear'sMemorialDay service the Memorialis decked
outin full glory asshownhere. Flagsfor eachlostboatarearranged
andmountedat eachstoneandduringthe servicethesearemanned
by SubmarineSchoolstudentsvho dip eachflag asits nameis tolled
andthebell from theUSSSeaOwl is tolled. Yes,youreadit right.
The SeaOwl’s bell is in the custodyof the USSVI GrotonBaseand
is usedduringthis service aswell asduringeachmonthlyGroton
Basemeetingto toll the boatslost duringthatmonth. Thisyear’s
servicefeaturedVADM KennethCarr,USN (Ret) asthe speaker.
Adm Carrspokeof whatlife waslike duringWW Il. He spokeof
thehardshipsaandsacrificesmadeon the homefront to supportthe
war effort, somethingoday’sgeneratiorcanonly imagine,and
mentionedhe namesf legendarysubmarinersvhoselegacyis
preservedn this memorial. The servicewasvery well attendecand
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theweathemwasperfect.

Overtheyearsthis Memorialhasevolvedandoriginally it was
locatedat a differentsite. Briefly, its historyis asfollows. In June
1963the conningtower, fairwater,andperiscope®f the USSFlasher
(SS249)weregivenby theNavyto theU. S. Submarine/eteransof
World War Il andtheywereusedto establisha memorial. On
Septembep8, 1974the memorialwasmovedto its presentocation.
In theyearsfollowing, granitestonedor eachof the 52 submarines
lostin WW II wereaddedaroundthewalks. Thesestonesare
engravedvith the submarinenameandnumber datelost, location,
patrolnumberhow sunk,andhow manylost.

On Septembe?, 1995,50" anniversanof the surrendenof the
Japanesdhe Wall of Honorwasaddedat the southendof thesite.
Patternedfterthe ViethamWall in WashingtonDC, the polished,
blackmarblestonedn this wall list the namesof 3,617submariners
lostduringWW II. The namesarelistedin alphabeticabrderwithout
regardto rankor rate.

WWII DieselBoat Era vs. Today

By KenJohnson

RecentlyRoy e-maileda descriptionwritten by Michael Skurat,of
whatlife waslike aboarddieselboatsduringWorld Warll. Michaelis
amembernf the USSVIGrotonBaseandthe CentralCT Chapterof
SubVetsWW Il. This documentfor thosewho havenotreadit, is a
wonderfulperspectiveon whatlife waslike for a WWII submariner
andshouldberequiredreadingfor all who servetodayaboardour
modernnuclearsubmarines.

In readingthis, | wasimpressedothby the similaritiesto life aboarda
dieselsubmarinen the 60sandthe differenceso submarineduty asit
is today. | don't remembethe personahygieneandsmellsaboard
beingquiteasbadat whatis described.Seastorecigarettesverestill
only 10 centsa packin the 60sfor example.

Dramaticchangesiavetakenplacein boththe GrotonSubmarineBase
andSubmarineSchoolanda Los AngelesClassnuclearsubmarinehas
little in commonwith aWW Il dieselboat. During the Russiarwisit in
May, | hadthe opportunityto accompanyhemduringtheir tour of the
Submarineschoolandthe USSAlexandria. My commengaftertouring
the Alexandriawasthatit resembledseaOwl andHalfbeakonly in that
it coulddive andsurfaceandthe officer’'s bunkswereaboutthe same
size. Foodis probablycomparableaswell. Much of thetrainingis
now doneusingcomputersimulation,somethinghatcould nothave
beendreamedf duringWW Il. Shiphandlings taughtusingvirtual
reality computergraphicsandmuchof the computer-basettainingcan
berunonboardusinglaptopcomputersor the ship’scomputemetwork
whichincorporatedarge,flat-screercomputerdisplays. Allegedly, this
networkrunsusingthe Windowsoperatingsystem.Onewould hope
thatit is amorereliableversionthanthatusedfor homecomputers,
especiallyif it is usedduringtacticalsituations. Gettingthedreaded
“blue screen”or message¢hatWindowshasencounterea fatal error
andhasto quit in the middle of atacticalsituationcouldruin yourday!



Shipmatesat the Groton Picnic
The50swereparticularlywell representedt the Grotonpicnic this
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yearasyou canseein this photo. L to R rearareHerbPeterson|C
52-54,FrankLimpert, QM 47-51,JohnLeers,YN 53-57,Rufus
WeaverCS47-59,JohnEvans EN 53-56,WalterRedin, TM 48-49,
andBob Kreeger, TM 50-54. L to R front areJohnSouza,YN 51-
53, FrancisMaguire,ENC 51-57andBob MacGregor SN 62-63.
(ShipmateMike PolhemusSO56-57,wasalsothere,butis notin
this photo.) Well, mostof themin the picturewereaboardn the
50’s andif we gotanynameswrong,pleasesxcuseus.
TheannualJuneGrotonpicnicis a greatopportunityfor thosein the
New Englandareato gettogether swapseastoriesandgenerally
havea goodtime. This yearwe wereblessedvith greatweatherand
asusualEd Welchdid a greatjob puttingit all together.

FogHorn Caper

By Mike PolhemusSO56-57

This storytakesplaceonthe sameop asthe "GreatRice Caper":

After weaponandprovisiondoadout,we headechorthacrosshe
Atlantic to our stationupin the GIUK Gap.We ransubmergedor a
while, asl recall,shortlyafterleavingNew London,thensurfaceca
dayor two laterandmadethelion's shareof thetransitonthe
surface We ransingle,intermittentradarsweepsandthe lookouts
werecounseledo keepa sharpeyeoutfor bothairborneand
submergedaontacts! think we dived only a few timesfor contacts.
Our coursetook usthroughthe southerrreache®f theicebergarea
andlookoutsweretold to be especiallywatchfulfor "calves"(small
detachedcebergs)! don'tremembeif we everdid seeany,butthe
tensionlevel onthebridgewaspalpable After a few daysof this
routineonthebridge- andtheboatin general boredomsetin and
thatbreedamischief! Theseasveren'tbad- maybe8-10feetlong
periodswell soit was"up oneside"& "slide downthe other".Just
calmenoughfor themischiefmakers!If it hadbeenl15to 20 foot
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seas] rathersuspecthey'dall havebeenin their racksholdingon for
dearlife!

I wasthe mid watchsectionleaderandwentup onthebridgefor
someair & to "checkthingsout" around2AM. Thewatchwas
"loose"& seemedo bedoingtheirjob, butthe OD wasa bit tense If
I remembecorrectly,the OD mighthavebeenLt. J. P. Sassane but
I'm not sureof that. Whilst topside- betweenconversationsvith the
watch- | heardthedistinctsoundof alargeshipfoghorn.And it was
foggy! | said"Listen! - there'safog horn! " A few seconds heardit
againandthistime the OD did too! | thoughtit wasoddthelookouts
didn'thearit butdismissedhis sincemy "SonarEars",superior
hearingandtrainingin interpretatiorof acoustigphenomenomvere,|
fancied,considerableThe OD immediatelycalledthe CO, sol went
belowto makemoreroomonthebridge.Besides | haddonemy
part( amostimportantparttoo! ) protectingSeaOwil. | think |
mentionedt to the watchstanderm the conningtower (QM, radar&
helm)& theytoosimplysaid"Ohh." - or somethindike that.

After no morefog signalswereheardonthe bridge,the Old Man
finally wentbackto his bunkaround3 AM.

Whenl wasrelievedaround0345, wentto thecrew'smess& gota
cupof mud& somethingo eat.l don'tremembejustwhotold me-
andl'm notevensureit wasthatmorning- butshortly,someone
filed mein onthe"ruse". EN3 JakeLockmanandENFN
Speiglehaltehadtakento stickingtheir headswvay upin theforward
engineair inductionoutletand"makinglike the QueenMary"! |
couldn'tbelieveit, sotheytold meto goup onthebridge& they'd
showme. Sureenoughabouttenminuteslater- clearascouldbe- |
hearanother'big ship'sfoghorn”. Theseguysweregood! And I'll
tell you, it wasauthenticsoundingoo! Theycalleda halttoiit at
aboutthis time andto the bestof my knowledget wentno further
thanthegroupwhowere"in theknow". | don'tbelievethe
Wardroomeverdid tumbleto it.

Wanted - More SeaStories

In caseyouwerewondering,morskayabaika” is how you say“sea
story” in Russian.Yes,| dohaveafew | couldtell, butl ammore
interestedn afew goodSeaOwl seastories. Mike Polhemudhas
comethroughagainwith a goodonefor thisissueandl amalways
gratefulto him for his contributions.

Anythingis fair gameaslongasit is not hurtful or slanderous.The
truth canbe stretchedr embellishedbut don’t uselanguagehe
FCCwould notallow to be broadcasbvertheair. Rememberthisis
afamily publicationandyou mightnotwantto haveyour childrenor
grandchildrerknow everythingyou did onceuponatime. Political
correctnesss noteverrequiredor evenwelcomehere. Rankor rate
doesn’tmattereither,sincewe all left it behindlong agoanyway.
Good“seastories’like goodwine generallygetbetterwith ageanda
beeror two (or more)canoftenhelpyour braincellsto remembethe
goodstuff. Again,if you preferto remainanonymoustHowlandOwl
will graciouslyacceptcreditfor them.



Reflectionson a “Cold War” of Sorts

By KenJohnson

Whenl wasfirst askedby FrankLennon,Presidenof the Saratoga
MuseumFoundationif | would beinterestedn participatingona
panelat Brown UniversityduringtherecentCold War at Seaevent,|
agreed.| sawit asanopportunityto endwhatcouldbereferredto as
apersonal‘cold war” | havehadwith Brown overtheyearssince
graduation.Sincethe mid-60s,duelargelyto studentprotestof the
ViethamWar, ROTC hasnotbeenavailableat Brown. At thetimel
attendedboth Air ForceandNavy ROTCwereavailable. Regular
NROTC statuspaid my tuition for four of thefive yearsl spentthere,
earninga degreen MechanicalEngineeringanda Navy commission.
The extrayearwasnecessaryo completethe necessaryequirements
for graduatiorwith anengineeringlegreébecause¢he Naval Science
coursenly countedfor half credit.

While | hadsomequestionsaboutwhat! couldcontributeto a panel
discussion| agreedo participateandFrankaddedmeto thelist of
participants.Whenl sawthathehadmelistedasa CDR, USN (Ret),
however, hadto correcthim. | told him thatl left the Navyin 1966
asalT, butperhapshemightbeinterestedn whatl did afterwardas
aDesignEngineerat Westinghous®ceanResearclandEngineering
CenterandProgramEngineerfor 637 ClassSSNsat NAVSHIPS. As
aresult,hechangedny listing andinsteadof beingon a panelwhich
discussedubmarineoperationgrom anoperator'sperspectivel was
ona panelwith SergeiKhrushchewandothersdiscussingsubmarine
design. Still, with somereservationgboutwhat| couldtalk about,|
managedo getaninvitationto the Saturdaysessiorat the Naval War
Collegein Newportsol couldgeta betterfeel for whatwasbeing
discussedluringthe panelsessions Sincethe sessiorat Brownwas
notuntil thefollowing Monday,this gavemetimeto prepare.

Thetopic | chosewassubmarinesafetyandthelegacyof Thresheiin
respectole thatthelossof Thresheplayedin the developmenbf

U. S.Navy submarinalesignandrescuemethods.As it turnedout, |
followed Sergeiasa speakeandhopedthatwhatl hadto saywould
beasinterestingashis presentation. beganwith thefollowing
personatomment;| ama graduateof this greatuniversitywherewe
meettoday. | amin fact a classmat®f ProfessoRogerBarnett. We
studiedNaval Scienceherein a buildingnamedLymanHall. Last
weekl visited LymanHall for thefirst timein 42 years. Todaythey
nolongerteachNaval Scienceandthe art of makingwar there. It is
a centerfor the performingartsandthe placewherewe assembleth
military formationis now atheater. For methisis a signthatthe
Cold Waris overandwe cannow studymorepeacefukubjects.”

| hadseenthe nameRogerBarnetton the programandhadseerhim
againat Newportwherehe moderateaneof thediscussiompanels. |
hadwonderedat thetime whetherit couldbethesameRogerBarnett
who hadattendedBrownandbeenin my class. Indeedit was. | had
broughtwith me on Saturdaya coupleof newspapeclippingsfrom
1961. Onehada photoof me onthe stepsof LymanHall with then
UnderSecretaryf the Navy, PaulB. Fay,Jr. who wasvisiting the
Brown NROTCunit. Rogerandl hadalsobeenonthe NROTC Drill
Teamat Brown togethemvhich hadwon the Statecompetitionthree

The60’s

June2004Issue

yearsin arow. Rogerhadgoneonto makethe Navy a careerand
retiredasa CAPT, thenwentonto becomea Professoatthe Naval
War College. As it turnsout, heandotherswho wereontheprogram
hadworkedwith VADM Arthur S. Moreau Jr. atthe Pentagonbut
that'sanotherstory. (LCDR Arthur S. Moreau,Jr.wasmy CO on
USSHalfbeakin 1965-66.)

Severabf the speakerat Newporthadtalkedaboutdifferentsigns
thatshowedthemthatthe“Cold War” wasover. Thisis theentrance
to LymanHall at Brown Universitytoday.

Thesignonthedoorreads, THEATER, SPEECHandDANCE
LYMAN HALL. | tookthepicturefrom almostthe exactspotthat
the 196 1photowastaken.

I knewthis transformatiorhadtakenplacesomeyearsago,buthad
notbeeninsideuntil this visit. Personallythoughl still feelit wasa
mistaketo eliminateNROTC from campus] like the presenuseof
thefacility. | like to think thatthe smallrole thatl playedasa“Cold
Warrier” helpedmakethetransformatiorpossible.

| endedmy talk asfollows, “ Anothertragic submarindossoccurred
in Augustof 2000with thelossof the RussiansubmarineKurskin
theBarentsSea. TheU. S. andothernationsstoodreadyto offer
assistancé therescueof the 22 menaboardwho, asit turnedout,
survivedtheinitial explosionsvhich causedhe Kurskto sinkto the
bottom. Mistrustandhesitationon the part of the RussiarNavy and
Russiargovernmenobfficials causedhelossof valuabletime. They
chosensteado goit aloneandtried valiantly with their own
resourceso rescuethesemen.

In closing,let meoffer apersonabbservation.We mayneverknow
if themenof Kursk couldhavebeensavedf therewereamore
immediatecooperatiorandunderstandingpetweerpur naviesand
alsothatof the British. Let ushopethatconferencesuchasthisone
overthis pastweekor socreatesuchalevel of understandingothat
thesemenof Kurskdid notdie in vain andcontinueddevelopmenof
trustbetweeruscanbecomealegacyof Kursk.”
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