Shipmates& 1% Mates

President'smessage:

As | prepareto write this, we aregettingsetfor
anotherGrotonPicnic.OnethatI’'m certainwill
be anothemreattime for shipmategetting
togetherrenewingold friendshipsthathave
lived for years.Often| hearfrom otherveterans
thattheywish theyknewwheretheir service
buddieswere,or whathashappenedo them.
We arefortunateto havea SeaOwl Association
wherewe cankeepeveryondnformedandup to
dateon his shipmates.

Thinking of our shipmats, youwill find anotherarticlein this
newslettethatUSSVIhasbeencollectingfundsfor our Shipmate
Tom Gilbert. Tomis, asof this writing, on the nationaltransplant
waiting list for a hearttransplant.Plusduringlastyear’'shurricane
Ivan, Tom & Suzywerewipedout,losingeverythingwhile
evacuatedo their daughter’shomein JacksonvilleWe knowthat
theycanneverreplacewhatwaslost, but hopethatthe effort by
USSVlandhis shipmatesanhelpin somesmallway. Tom: Our
thoughtsandprayersarewith you always.

Keepingwith shipmates| canreportthat ShipmateMike Polhemus
S056-57 is out of the hospitalandstayingwith his sisterin Rhode
Island.He tells methathis blood countcontinuedo riseandit is
only a matterof time beforewe will seeMike againatvariousSea
Owl gatheringsShipmateEd WelchCS 66-69 hasalsohada past
monththatI’'m surehewouldrathernotrepeat Ed hasstents
implantedin arteriedeadingto his heart;the doctorsweren’tsureif
theseimplantsweredoingtheirjob. Only aftertheywentinto Ed
with camerasverethe doctorssatisfiedthathedidn’t needopen
heartsurgery It wasatoughmonthfor bothEd & Pauletteputglad
to reportthathe’sdoingfine. Edis doinga superbjob asour
storekeepeandheis avery goodfriend andshipmate Goodnews
indeed.

Shipmatesthat have surfaced:

BruceMelton EN 68-69, POB30714,SantaBarbara,CA 93105
E-mail: beachsportst@yahoo.com

GregBreslinIC 66-69,3667CountyRte. 45, OswegoNY 13126
(315)342-0085

E-mail: greg.breslin@oswegopower.com

RichardBakerST 46-48,10219WagnerCourt, Twinsburg,OH
440872805

(330)963-5996 E-mail: DKEMU @aol.com

GeraldoMarini EM 60-62,22 WyomingAve, POB507,
TunkhannockPA 186570507

(507)836-4793E-mail: gmarini@epix.net

FrankLloyd MM 65-66, Marengo,OH

E-mail: franklloyd@hotmail.com

Shipmateson final Patrol: DonHewettEM 45-47

We hadthe pleasureof meetingDon & Mary at our Mobile Reunion
in 2003.
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ShipmateRestyour oar. You will be missed.

Branson Reunion:
| haveincludedwith this Newslettera registrationform for attending
theBrarsonReunion. As with anyreunion,whatmakeshema
successs you; pleasdry to attend. I'm hopingto seemanyof you
thatlive onthewestcoastattendin Bransonl don’t seeour reunions
goingmuchfartherwestthanBransonin the nearfuture.| hawe tried
to covermostquestiongertainingto Branson. If youhaveany
questionspleasecontactme,sothatwe cangetthemanswered.
Thisis theweb pagethathasall thereunioninformationonit. See
this page:
http://ussseaowl.com/Text/BransonReunion2005.html

Groton Picnic

EveryoneenjoystheseGrotonPicnics.l getmanye-mailsfrom
shipmateshankingmefor thesegreatpicnics.But thereal Thanks
goesdirectly to shipmateEd Welchandhis wholefamily.
Leadingup to this year s picnic wasreally atoughonefor them.3
weeksprior to the picnic Ed washavingtess to seeif heneeded
openheartsurgery If thesurgerywasneededit wasto be performed
onthatsameday.
As we couldseethe surgerywasnot necessargndEd wassent
home,to coninueworking on your picnic.
To Ed| say"ThanksVery Much" for agreatjob.

Belowis a photoof thoseshipmatesvho attendedhis year’spicnic.

Backrow, | to r: JohnEvanseN 53-56/ RufusWeaverCS47-59/JohnBergrenST 52-
56/FrankPayeurCS51-53/JackEmpie EN 62-64 66-69/HerbHawesIC 66-67/Clyde
TurnerEN 64-66/BobKreegerTM 50-54/FrankLimpert QM 47-51/EdBessEM 64-
69/HarrySiskaEN 68-69/WaltDeal TM 62-65/EdWelch CS 66-69/JimMadigan
FT6869/

Frontrow, sitting or kneeling,| to r: JohnBarnesMM63-67/KenJohnsorLTJG 62-
65/RoyPurtell TM 66-69/FrankMaguireEN 51-57/BobD’Amico SN 68-69/Greg
Hankin SN 67-68/KenNichols TM 66-68/JonWarnLT 63-64/JohnSoua YN 51-
53/JonZimmermariC 69

Missing from this pictureis: JohnSalernaSO52-54



This year'sGrotonpicnic wasa greatsuccessswasthe Friday
nightdinneratthe GrotonMotor Inn. We wereparticularlyhonored

<8 -
on Fridayby the presencef “Plankowner’StanAinley. In factwith
his son,Ken andgrandsonStevewe actuallyhadthreegenerations
of Ainleysin attendance.

Theweatheron Saturdayfor the picnic cooperatedbeautifullyand
thelobstersandclamsweredelicious.

Many itemswereraffled off and
your newsletteredita washaving
aparticularlylucky daywith three
of hisraffle numbersomingup.
Thebig winneron Saturdaythough
wasJohnSouzawho wenthome
with the PanasonidV thatwe
raffled off.
Somenewfacesattendedhis
year’'spicnic. JamesSkip”
Weingartne wasone(seethe ‘50s
pagefor moreon him) andJon
Warnwasanother. Jonwasan officer who servedbriefly aboardthe
Owl in late 1963andearly 1964 while awaitingassignmento
NuclearPowerSchool. He laterwentonto makethe Navy a career,
including commandf the USSTinosa(SSN606)andretiredasa
Captain. A third wasJohnSalerno,SO52-54 with his wife, Jane.

From the Editor

As alwaysa newsletterwould not be completef we werenotto
remindeveryondo paytheir dues. Adding thetwo digits or letters
following yournameon the mailing labelto indicateyour dues
statusaccordingo our recordsprovedto be a greatsuccessnd
resultedn manyshipmatesatchingup ontheir dues. I will
continuethis. To review,if thereisa“LM” onyour mailinglabel,
youarealLife Memberandyou neverhaveto payduesagain. A
“06” would meanyou arepaid up throughOctober2006,etc. If you
areoverdueor “dink”, butstill within a yearof beingpaidup, you
will continueto getanotein your newsletterremindingyouto pay
yourduesbeforeOctober31stor youwill nolongerreceivethe
newslettetby mail.

By nowyou are probablyawarethattheacronymBRAC standsfor
the BaseRealignmenandClosurecommission Amongthebases
recommendefbr closurearethe SubmarineBasein Grotonandthe
PortsmoutiNaval Shipyard Lossof eitherof theseassetsvould be
agreatoneto our submarindorce. For eitherof them,thisis notthe
first time theyhavebeentargetedor closure butthisis probablythe

mostseriougthreatthateitherhasfaced. It is hardto conceiveof the
New London/Grotorareawithoutthe SubmarineéSchoolandl am
surewe all hopethattherecommendatioto moveit to King's Bay,
Georgiais reconsidered] remembeKing's Bay from our 2002
reunionthereasareclaimedswamp. | meanno offenseto our Sea
Owl shipmatesvho live in the nearbyarea,but rumorhasit thatthe
Army oncerejectedKing’s Bay asunfit for abase. Certainlythereis
morelandtherethanin Groton,butwith theratethatice is melting
atthe polesandthe predictedrisethatit would causen sealevel,
muchof thatareamaywell be underwaterin the notsodistant
future. Meanwhile a strongcaseis beingmadeto keepthe Groton
SubmarineBaseand SutmarineSchoolopenby the Connecticut
Congressionalelegatioraswell asatthe Stateandlocal leveland
thereis considerableoncernasto whatimpactthelossof thebase
andSubmarineschooltraining facilities would haveon Electric
Boat. Publichearingsarescheduledor Bostonon July 6", the next
stepin the BRAC processbeforethelist goesto the Congresand
the President.| wish our representativeat this hearingsuccess.

Thelossof the PortsmoutiNaval Shipyardwould be a tragedyfor
the New Englandareaaswell. Sincethelastseriousattemptto close
theshipyardin thelate ‘60s, PortsmoutiNaval Shipyardachieveda
very dramaticturn aroundin efficiencyandtodayis the singlemost
efficientoverhaulyardfor the Los Angelesclassattacksubmarines.
The problemis thatour submarindorceis shrinkingaspostCold
War prioritieschange. The greatesthreatis perceivedo bein the
Pacificandthis maywell bethe case.Portsmouth’sontributionto
the Cold War cannotbedenied. As | mentionlateron, Portsmouth
evaluateahe designof the GermanType XXI submarinen thelate
‘40s andusedthelessondearnecdto developthe Tangclassof fast
attackdiesetelectricsubmarines.Theybuilt threeof these USS
Tang(SS563), USSWahoo(SS565 andUSSGudgeonSS567).
Duringthis sametime period,theyalsodesignedandbuilt the
revolutionaryUSSAlbacore(AGSS569)whosebodyof revolution
hull form becamahebasisfor all of our modernnuclearsubmarines.
The contributionof the Albacorehas,in fact, beenrecognizedy the
AmericanSocietyof MechanicaEngineersaaisa NationalHistoric
MechanicaEngineerind_andmarkandby the AmericanWelding
Societyasa Historic WeldedStructure. The latterawardwasbased
onthefactthatAlbacorewasthefirst submarindo utilize HY-80
high strengthsteelasits pressuréull material

In additionto theabove Portsmouttbuilt the USSSalmon (SS573
andUSSSailfish(SS572), diesetelectricradarpicketsubmarines,
the USSGrowler (SSG577) adieselelectriccruisemissile
submarineandthe USSBarbel(SS580) which wasamongthefirst
to usethe hull form developedor the Albacore. Portsmouttihen
shiftedoverto nuclearsubmarineconstructiorwith the USS
SeadragoilSSN584) with a Tangclasslike hull form followed by
USSThresher(SSN593), USSTinosa(SSN606)andUSSJack
(SSN605) of the Threshel(laterrenamedPermit)class. Theyalso
built the USSAbrahamLincoln (SSBN602), USSJohnAdams
(SSBN620) andUSSNathanielGreere (SSBN636) ballistic missile
submarinegollowed by the USSGrayling(SSN646)andUSSSand
Lance(SSN670)of the Sturgeoror SSN637 class. Onemore
dieselelectricsubmarinavasbuilt, the USSDolphin (AGSS555),
anexperimentaldeepdiving sub.

In 1959,USSNAUTILUS, thefirst nuclearpoweredsubmarine,
entered®NSfor herfirst completeoverhaulthefirst of anynuclear
poweredship. In thelate 1960’sPortsmouttiNaval Shipyard
formedagroupknownasPERA(SS),theacronymPERA standing
for PlanningandEngineeringor RepairsandAlterations. This



grouplaterevolvedandacquiredanotheracronym SUBMEPP.
This standfor SubmarineMaintenanceengineering?lanningand
Procurement SUBMEPPIs anindependentenantCommand
locatedat the PottsmouthNaval Shipyard They providestaff for
field officesat COMSUBLANT, COMSUBPAC,andU.S.based
Intermediatdevel submaringepairfacilities. Theyprovide
engineeringplanningandmaterialprocuremenserviceghat
directly supportthe safeandreliable operationof the United States
submarindorce. TheyareNAVSEA's agentfor the definition of
technicalrequirementsandtheyactfor the Submarinelype
Commander$o defineauthorizedvork for submarinedepot
overhaulandmaintenanceavailabilities.

In additionto the above the PortsmouttNaval Shipyardis the
Cradleof AmericanShipbuildinglocatedin the Piscataqudiver
EstuarybetweerNew HampshireandMainewherein 1690thefirst
navalwarshipin North Americawasbuilt, is the oldestnaval
shipyardcontinuouslyoperatedy the United StatesGovernment
sinceits establishmenin Junel800.At thattime, PresidenThomas
Jeffersorapprovedhe purchasef anislandin the Piscataqu#&iver
asasitefor anavalshipyard. Its rich historywasalsorecognizedy
the AmericanSocietyof MechanicaEngineersvhorecognizedt in
1975andmadeit an ASME NationalMechanicalEngineering
Historical Landmarkasthe“Site of the Pioneeringl 8" — 19"
CenturyFully IntegratedShipbuildingOperationfor Building United
StatesNVarshipsSincel774”. (Detailsonthisrecognitionmaybe
foundat http://www.asme.org/history/brochures/h004) pdhe
shipyardalsoservesasthe primary maintenane supportactivity for
the USSConstitution.

As anadditionalhistoricalfact, Portsmouttwill thisyearcelebrate
the 100" anniversaryf the Treatyof Portsmoutiwhich wassigned
attheshipyardin 1905to endthe RusseJapanes&/ar. Thisroom
hasbeenpreservedvithin Building 86 on the shipyardgrounds.

Unfortunatelyhistoricalsignificancecarrieslittle weightwith the
procesf determininghe closureof military basesasrecommended
by the BRAC Commission.If it did, preservatiorof the Portsmoth
Naval Shipyardwould bea“no brainer”. Thefinal decisionwill be
madeon the basisof its contributionto the nation’sdefensenow and
for theforeseeabléuture. | justhapperto think it is a mistaketo
closeit andhopethatyou sharemy opinionaboutthis. Onewayyou
canshowyour supportis to join the SeacoasBhipyardAssociation
asl did recently. If interestedyou cancheckouttheir Internetweb
siteat http://www.saveourshipyard.drg Membershigs just $25.
Again, the July 6" public hearingin Bostonis the nextstepin the
BRAC processvherethelocal communitiescanhavean opportunity
to presentheir case.

If | seemprejudicedwith respecto the currentbaseclosureissue,
youareright. | can'tevenimaginethe New London/Grotorarea
withoutthe SubmarineSchooland SubmarineBasethere. To me
thisis “sacredground”. | feelthesameaboutPortsmouttaswell. |
knowfrom my experiencevith NAVSHIPS Code425in theearly
‘70s of thehardwork anddedicationthatkeptthis yardalive back
then Much of the successheyhavedemonstratedinceis dueto
theleadershipf someoutstandingnavalofficers, particularlyCapt
William McDonough USN (Ret) aformershipyardcommandewho
now headghe SeacoasbhipyardAssociation. Goodluck, Capt!

Finally, anupdateon my radio controlledsubmarineexperience.
Hereis my USSAlbacoremodelunderwayonthe surfacein my
backyardswimmingpool. After strugglingwith someproblemswith
the sealinggasketonthe“pressurenull”, | havefinally managedo
keepthewaterawayfrom the electronics. With the optionalX -tail

modification,thisis a very maneuverabléoatandfun to operate.
.1‘ ‘ei:: : kll}?
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As theysay,the only differencebetweermenandlittle boysis the
costof theirtoys. My plansto build a“fleet” of R/C subshashadto
goonholdfor awhile though,but| do planto build anotherJuliett
tothesamel/72scaleasthe USSSaratoganodelthatthe Saratoga
MuseumFoundatiordisplaysin paradegndotherfunctions. The
Saratogdolks achieveda major milestonerecently, by theway,
whenRhodelsland’sGovernorandthe QuonsetArea Economic
DevelopmentCommissioragreedo hold pier spaceat Davisville for
the nexttwo years. Now the challengebegins to raise$10million
overthenexttwo yearsandactuallyacquirethe USSSaratoga At a
combatoperatingdisplacemenof some82,000tons,shewill bethe
largestmuseunwarshipin theworld aswell asa uniqguemuseum
with shipsthatacdually opposedachotherduringthe Cold War.

Sailors RestYour Oars

Oneof the saddespartsof doingthe newsletteiis alwaysthelisting
of thoseshipmatesvho havedepartecbn “eternalpatrol” sincethe
lastissue.Sincethelastnewsletteme havelost oneshipmate

| Don Hewett EM — 45-47 — March 29, 2005 |

Thisis DonandFirst Mate, Mary atour
Mobile reunionbanquein 2003 We extend
ourdeepessympathyto Mary andthefamily
andfriendsof our departedshipmate
Thereis a port of noreturn, where ships
May ride at anchorfor a little space
Andthen,somestarlessnight, the cableslips,
Leavingan eddyat themooringplace. . .
Gulls,veernolonger.Sailor, restyour oar.

No tangledwreckagewill bewashedashore.
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Bill Teboand the USSex-U2513
By KenJohnson
As anelectricianapprenticeduringthe summerof 1944atthe
PortsmouttNaval Shipyard shipmateBill Teboworkedon many
submarinesincludingthe SeaOwl. In August1944 Bill enlisted
in the Navy andwasassignedriefly to the SeaOwl beforegoing
onto alaterassignmenasa crew memberof a Germartype XXI
submarinethe U-2513. | recentlymetwith Bill, whonowserves
asExecutiveDirectorof the PortsmouttiNaval ShipyardHistorical
Foundationatthe museumin the shipyardto talk abouthis unique
experienceasa crew memberof this submarineandhegavemea
copyof aninterviewhehadgivento the shipyardin 2004,someof
which| havesummarizedor this article. | alsorecentlypurchased
acopyof abooktitled “The Type XXI U-Boat”, whichwasfirst
publishedn Germanbutlatertranslatedo Englishandcurrently
availablethroughthe NavalnstitutePressn Annapolis,MD.
» —

iy

The U-2513wasoneof severalGermanType XX| submarineshat
weresurrenderect theendof World War Il andturnedoverto the
Allied naviesfor evaluation.The U-3008wasthe otherthatwas
ultimatelybroughtto theU. S. TheTypeXXI wasfor its time the
mosttechnicallyadvancedgubmaringn theworld. U-2513andits
sister U-3008 werebothrecommissionedhto theU. S. Navyand
conductedextensiveoperationout of Key Westwith Navy ASW
forces Lessongearnedfrom the designandoperationof thesetwo
submarineg$ormedthe basisfor the developmenbf postwar Tang
classattacksubmarinesndfleet submarinegSUPPY conversions.
Theiradvancedonawasalsothe basisfor developmenbf the
BQR-4 sonarby the EDO Corporationthe sonarinstalledaboard
SeaOwl in themid-50's.

The U-2513wassosuperiorto anysubmaringhatour ASW forces
hadworkedwith andsodifficult to find, thattheycouldsneak
backto Key Westat noontimeandbe drinking beeronthebeach
while the surfaceshipsandblimpswerestill outtheresearching
for them. Eventuallytheywererequiredto tow a buoysothatthe
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ASW forcesknewwheretheywere Thecrewhada solutionto
thatthough. Submarinersafterall, aresmarterandsneakiethan
average.Sincethebuoycableranthrougha shearvalve,they
simply cutthe cableby closingthe valveandheadedor thebeach
while the blimpsand surfaceASW shipssearchedor themin vain.

Whatwaslife like for aU. S. Navy submarineaboarda German
submarineWell, accordingto Bill, accommodationfor enlisted
crewmembersvereatfirst poorby comparison.While officers
andchiefshadbunks,enlistedcrew membershadto slinga
hammockwheretheycouldor sleeponthe deck. Eventually,since
theycarriedfew if anytorpedoesbunkswereinstalledin the
torpedoroom. The Type XXI hadonly aforwardtorpedoroom,
butit waslargerandcould accommodatep to 30 bunks.

Severahewtechnologiesvereincorporatednto the Type XXI
suchasthe snorkel. This wascrudeby comparisorto thedesign
eventuallyinstalledaboardU. S. submarinesincluding SeaOwil.
It operatedvith aball float mechanismnot unlike thatin atoilet
tank. This did notalwaysreactfastenoughto preventsignificant
flooding. It wasalsocoveredwith anirregularrubbercoating,a
form of early“stealth” technologyto diffuseradarratherthan
returninga strongecho.

Much equipmentvasalsoshockmountedwith springs,something
previouslynotseenon U. S. submarines.The mainadvantagef
the Type XXI wasits superiorunderwatesspeed This wasthe
resultof the greaterbatterycapacityinstalled,a featurelater
incorporatednto our GUPPY conversions.Theyalsohadtwo,
silentrunningmotorswhich drovethe shaftsby meansof V-belts.
Usingthese theywereableto sneakawayfrom anattackewery
quietly atupto six knotsfor anextendederiod.

As mentiored earlier,the PortsmoutiNaval Shipyardusedmany
of thedesigncharacteristicef the U-2513andU-3008to develop
the Tangclass. Most noticeablevasthe shapeandsizeof the
externalhull with, again,certainimprovementsaddingto the
streamliningof the hull suchasretractabledeckfittings. One
featurenot copiedfrom the Type XXI thatprovednotto bean
improvementhowever wasthe useof GeneralMotorspancake
diesels. Thesewerea disasterandwereeventuallyreplacedoy a
versionof thegoodold Fairbankdviorseopposedpistondiesels
like thoseinstalledon SeaOwl.

Naming a Bridge Update

With therecentapprovalof the ConnecticuHouseandSenatethe
namingof the southboundpanof theroute95 bridgespanninghe
ThamesRiver betweenGrotonandNew Londonin honorof the
Submarine/eteransof World War Il will soonbeareality. The
GrotonBaseof USSVIis, in fact, alreadyplanninga ceremonyon
August14th atthe NationalSubmarinedMemorial (East)in Groton.
Thisis the 60" annivesaryof the endof war with Japarin 1945
andthis yearis alsothe 50" anniversanof thefoundingof the
SubmarineVeteransof World Warll. We hopeto havea great
turnoutfor thislong overduerecognition particularlyfrom those
remainingsubmarineveteransvho servedn thiswar.



(Thefollowing informationis from the on-line encyclopedia
knownasWikipedia. Full text of the SeaOwl entry maybefound
online athttp://en.wikipedisorg/wiki/lUSS_Sea Owl (S&05).
Thefull SeaOwl’s entrythereis extensiveandmaybe of interest
to shipmates.)

SeaOwl wasconvertedo a FleetSnorkelsubmaringn the
PhiladelphiaNavy Yard from April to August1951and,for the
nextyear,sheparticipatedn Atlantic Fleetexercisesn the
Caribbeararea Earlyin 1953 the submarineenteredCharleston
Naval Shipyardin SouthCarolinafor overhauland,upon
completion sailedto New Londonandthento the Caribbearas
partof operation'Springboard."After returningto New Londonin
March,shedepartedor herfirst tour of duty with the 6th Fleetin
the Mediterraneanparticipatingin fleet exercisesandin operation
"Keystone"andvisiting France Italy, Spain GreeceandTurkey
in athreemonthtour.

Returningto New Londonin August1954 SeaOwl spentthe next
two yearsin Atlantic andCaribbearwaterstrainingsubmarine
schoolstudentsandreservepersonnelAfter engagingn special
operationsn thelatefall of 1956andearly 1957, thesubmarine
resumechormaldutiesin the New Londonareauntil 1 September
whenshedepartedo engagan NATO exercisesFishplay” and
“Strikeback”in the northernAtlantic, returningto New Londonin
October.

In April andMay 1958 SeaOwl participatedn NATO exercise
“New Broom” and,uponreturningto New London,engagedn
local operationdor theremainderof theyear.After afive-month
overhaulearlyin 1959 sheparticipatedn NATO exercise
“Fishplay” andspentthe lattermonthsof 1960in hersecond
deploymento the Mediterranean

(Editor's note:l hopethatthis helpsbring backmemoriedor those
who servedaboardduringthe ‘50s andthatyou sendmesome
goodmaterialfor future HooterHilites articles. Not specifically
includedaboveis justwhenandwherethe BQR-4 sonararraywas
installed. | assumet was duringthe overhaulat Charlestown
Naval Shipyardin 1953)

“Skip” Weingartner
By KenJohnson

Oneof themorecolorful shipmaesat this year'sGrotonpicnic,
afterhavingriddenhis threewheelerall theway from Ishpeming
MI, wasJamesSkip” Weingatner. At age781 amsurethatwas
no smallaccomplishmentThoseof uswho areconsiderably
youngercanonly hopethatwe canenjoylife asmuchas*“Skip”
obviouslydoesif andwhenwe reachthatage.

Skip offeredrideson his threewheelerto anyonewilling to take
him up onit thoughit wasobviousthathe seemedo preferthe
ladies. He alsohadall theladiespresentutographisfenders.
No maleautographsvereallowed,justfemales. It is quite a
machineanddecoratedn suchaway thatonecould haveno doubt
thathewasa SeaOwl sailor.

“Skip” servedaboardthe SeaOwl asan Auxiliarymanfrom 1950
to 1952. Theinsertin theaboveis Skip ashelookedin 1951atthe
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air manifoldonthe Owl. | amsurehe hasmanystoriesof
experiencegaboardthe Owl andl look forwardto havinghim asa
contributorfor futureissues.How aboutit, Skip? (Actually, he
did give mesomeinformationaboutCaptCook,his Commanding
Officer onthe SeaOwl thatl canusein afutureissue)
Skip broughtmanygifts which he generouslyistributedto several
shipmates.Oneof the gifts presentedy Skip to Roywasthis
beautifulcarved dolphin It wascarvedby a Native American.
(No hedidn’t bringit on histhreewheeler. Skip’s daughter

. . ; ; broughtit by car.) I am
sureit will becomea
“fixture” atfuture SeaOwl
reunions.
What Skip hadfor mewas
asix packof Leinenkugel
“Big Butt”, brewedin the
northwoodsof Wisconsin.
| amnotsurehow| should
takethis, but graciously
acceptecaindhaveenjoyed
it verymuch. | decidedto
sendhim somegood
BuzzardsBay Brewery
“Olde Buzzard”in return a mostappropriategift, don’t youthink?
We hopeto seeSkip at Bransonandhaveanopportunityto swap
somemoreseastorieswith him.
Onethingthatmakeghe SeaOwl Associatiorgreatis thefactthat
we gettogetheitwice a year,oncefor areunionandonceat Groton
everyJunefor apicnic. Many boatshavea reunioneverytwo
years. By havingthe Grotonpicnic in addition,it bringsuscloser
andprovidesthe opporunity to shareour commonbondand
experiencesWe areableto do this largelybecausef the efforts
of Ed Welchandl justwantto secondroy’s commentabouthow
muchwe really appreciatall thework thathe doeseachyearin
puttingthistogether. Thanks,Ed! Werealizehow difficult it can
beto dothis, especiallyif youhawe healthissuego contendwith.
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ShipmateKen Florey’s Gift from the Heart
(Fromthe St. CharlesMedical Centerpublication“Focus” Spring2005issue)

KenFlorey(FT 64-66) washeadoverheelsin love with Debi, his
wife of 21 years.He wantedto give herthemoon.But whathe gave
herinsteadwasa 1971VolkswagerconvertibleSuperBeetleflat
windowwith a custominterior.
“Shewasraisedin Hawaii,andshehada coupleVolkswagen
convertiblesvhenshewasyoung,”Kenrecalled."She’d beenafter
meforever,saying'why don’t you buy anold Volkswagenandfix it
up for me?”
Sothat'swhatKendid. After monthsof sweatandtoil—notto
mention$28,000in partsandrepairs—Dehbi hadherdreamcar.She
alsohadcancerlt
startedwith alarge
tumorin herbreastin
April 2001when
Debiwasjust48.
Monthsof
chemotherapy,
radiationandsurgeryendedn October2001whenDebithought
she’dbeaterthecancerBut a yearlater, herbackpainprovedto be
tumorsalongherspine.Thenherabdominabainturnedoutto be
liver tumors.
“Shewasalwaysa ‘cup-is-half-full’ kind of personbutI’'m moreof
arealist,”Ken said.“When we found out how far the cancerhad
spread] knewwe werein for aroughone.”
Debifoughthard,but the cancemwasfighting harderandKen knew
it. “When | first boughtthe car,| wasgoingto takemy time fixing it
up for her,butwhenwe found outthe cancerwasback,everythirg
wentattop speed,’Kensaid.”l knewshewasn’tgoingto lastlong.”
With Debi supervisinghe projectandKen searchinghe globefor
parts,the carwasfinally finishedin DecembeR003.By then,it was
achallengeor Debito evendrive.
Kentrackeddowncustomseatgo easeherbackpain,andthetwo of
thementered'LuLu Bug” in alocal competitionandwon. “Debi
wasgettingawful sick by then,” Ken said.
On Octoberl7,2004,Debifinally lostherbattlewith cancer.
Shortlybeforeshedied, Kentalkedwith herabouttheideaof

donatingLuLu Bugto supportthe SaraFisherBreastCancerProject.

Led by St. CharlesMedical Center,Sara’sProjecthelpsfund clinical
researchcommunityeducationpreastcancerscreeningand
outreachandsupportservicedor CentralOregonwomen.“We
talkedaboutit andl told herwhat| wantedto do andshesaidit was
agoodidea,”Kensaid.

SoKen calledPamDiDente,the breasitancercasemanagefor St.
CharlesMedical Center Pamadmitsshewasstunnedat first.

“You couldseehislove for her,andhis desireto supportSara’s
Projectbecausdt’s the oneprojectfor breastcancerin Central
Oregonwhereall themoneystaysin CentralOregon,”Pamsaid.
“Debi wasa savvybusinessvoman,andit wasimportantto herto
supportalocal cause.”

So St Charlesbegn sellingraffle ticketsat $25apieceor five for
$100.0nly 1,500ticketswill be sold,andonelucky winnerwill get
thekeysto Debi’s LuLu Bug. Thedrawingis setfor October28™.

“I'm hopingsomegal who's a breastcancersurvivorwill win it,”
Ken said.“Debi would haveliked that.”

The Tom Gilbert Fund

(Thefollowing is from aletterreceivedrecentlyat USSVI NationalOffice.)

"My nameis Charles(Marshall)ParkerBaseCommandeof the
Drum Basein Pensacolarlorida Oneof our members(Tom Gilbert)
is in dire needof our assistancelom is sufferingfrom congestive
heartfailure. Tom'shealthoverthe pastfive (5) yearshasdeclined
andhis heartcapacityis downto lessthan18%. RecentlyMed-
Evac'dto Jacksonville'MAYO Clinic wherehewasstabilizedin
ICU andenduredalong courseof treatmento reclaimareasonable
healthstandardandmoreimportantlya possiblecandidatefor a heart
transplan{whenavailable)or externalheartpump.Tomis departing
for again,for Jacksomille onthe22ndof May to undergatestsmake
him eligible to go onthe "HeartDonorList". Withouteitherhis
conditionwill beforegoneconclusionandthefinality listed under
"Shipmate RestYour Oars".

Tomis aLife memberof USSVI (L-0868)sinceAug. of 1993.He
servedonthe USSSeaOwl (SS405)andUSSHarder(SS568)He
wasthedriving forcein establishinghe"LifeguardLeague
Monument",in PensacolaHe andspouseSuzielosttheir semi
completeddreamhouseandtemporarymobilehomein

Hurricare IVAN thatdevastatedensacolalilton. The Federal
EmergencyManagemenfuthority (FEMA) hasprovideda new
mobilehomeat alow interestrate. Tom healthforcedhim to retire
earlyfrom the FederaMWork-force andhe only receivesa partial
retirementand is usedto pay current"Blue Cross"paymentsHe
collectsSocialSecurityDisability but at areducedateby not having
securecenoughcredits.Tomis 63”

In responséo the, USSVI hassetup a specialfund for Tomunder
the USSVI Brotherhood~undandis acceptingdonationdor 90 days.
Donationsto this fund maybe sentto:

FredBorgmannUSSVI
NationalOffice

ATTN, Tom Gilbert Fund
P.0.Box 3870
Silverdale WA 98353

Tomis shownherein with
wife Suzie andgrandson
Tommyatour 2003Mobile
reunion Thosewhowere
atMobile surelyremember
Tommy’suniqueversionof

the NationalAnthemto openour meetingthere.

Any onewho maywantto sendhim a cardto let him knowwe are

still thinking andprayingfor him cansendit to:

TomGilbert
5141E. LakeRoad
Milton, FL 32583

Your Associatiorhassent$400to this fund andl knowthatseveral
shipmatedhravemadepersonatontributionsaswell. | askyouto
cometo theaid of our shipmateandcontibutewhatyoucan.
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